
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
There has been a very festive feel in school this week, including on Tuesday morning the finalists of
the Pendle Education Trust Christmas Card competition. The winning entries from Primet were
from Sophie and Lucy. 

And yesterday with Christmas Jumper Day, raising money for the charity Save The Children –
there's lots of photos of this below. The festive season continues into next week with Christmas
dinner in the dining rooms on Thursday, as well as throughout our rewards week as we celebrate
everything that has been achieved this term. This culminates in our 
whole school assembly on Friday, before we finish for the end of term at 1pm. 
 
Next week is rewards week and there is a wide range of activities going on. This includes students
who achieved the 95% behaviour points ratio target and also the 95% attendance target being
given the opportunity to take on the ‘Beat the teacher’ challenges happening throughout the week.
Challenges include taking on the Y10&Y11 pastoral teams in a skipping race, FIFA tournament with
Mr Dunease, knowledge quizzes in Geography, History and Science, 5-a-side football match
afterschool, and loads of quick 1v1 games such as noughts & crosses, rock-paper-scissors, as well
as Uno, Connect 4, and Dobble; and so many more. Those students who have earned this reward
will get their personalised ticket on Monday morning and can take on any and all of the events,
getting their tickets signed off by any member of staff they manage to beat. The students with the
most wins in each year group will be rewarded with a further prize. 
 
J Pilkington
Principal

Principal's Awards
Awarded to the students in each year group with the highest number of Positive Points
and 0 Negative Points each week.

Ava & Louis
(7T)

Asad
(8M)

Lucas
(9I)

Hamna
(10A)

 

Laiba
(11A)

J Pilkington
Principal



Year 11

Congratulations to this week's star students:

Stars of the Week

P - Iqra
R - Aisha
M - Salma
E - Jimmy
T - Ashley
A - Seham
C - Kamran

Year 7

Year 10Year 9

Year 8

Year 11
Year 11

P- Mollie
R- Zackery
I - Logan
M -Lucas
E - Evie
T - Bella
A - Caleb
HOY - Milosz

P- Nattapon
R- Ruby
I - Sophie
M - Amirah
E - Roberta
T - Maya
A -Haram
HOY - Adam

P-Mia 
R- Evie
I - Myles
M - Mia
E - Tina
T - Florence
A - Holly
HOY - Simas

P- Alishba
R- Noor
I - Matthew
M - Hazimah
E - Arimia
T -Beatrice 
A - Quadir
HOY - Subhan

P- Jasmine
R- Osama
I - Henry
M - Bailey
E - Ume
T - Lucus
A - Yusuf
HOY - Eman



UNCRC Articles 
As part of our UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award, we have been
looking at each of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child
Articles. There are 54 Articles in total. This week we have been learning
about: 

Article 17 - Access to information from the media: Every child has the
right to reliable information from a variety of sources, and governments
should encourage the media to provide information that children can
understand. Governments must help protect children from materials
that could harm them. 

Upcoming Dates
15th – 18th December – Beat the teacher rewards challenge week 
15th December – Parent/carer and KS3 child wreath making workshop – please sign up for a ticket 
15th December – Year 7 Rewards event at The Fun House 
15th December – Year 10 RiskIt assembly 
16th December – PL Inspires Challenge Day 
17th December – BFCiC Rewards activities afterschool on the Senior Yard – all welcome 
17th & 18th December – Year 11 mock grade improvement reward trips 
18th December – Christmas Dinner day in the dining room  
19th December – Attendance rewards at breaktime 
19th December – Whole School Assembly and final day before holidays, early finish time at 1pm 
5th January – Return to school, normal start time – in the yards at 8.45am in time for line up 
15th January - Year 9 Parents Evening, including mid-year tracker reports issued 
22nd January – Years 8 & 10 mid-year tracker reports issued 
29th January – Year 7 Parents Evening, including mid-year tracker reports issued 
2nd-13th February – Year 11 Mock Exams 

Primet Positive Focus: Progressing
This week we have been focusing on our core value of always
progressing. Learning and progress are at the heart of everything we do.
We strive to constantly develop our knowledge and skills, ensuring that
every day we move forwards.  



Christmas Jumper Day
Thank you to all the students who came into school this week dressed so festively in their
Christmas jumpers. It’s wonderful to take part in such a lovely event as a school community,
supporting Save the Children’s national Christmas Jumper Day campaign.



Pendle Education Trust Christmas Card Finalists
A huge well done to Lucy and Sophie who have both been selected as finalists in this year’s Pendle
Education Trust Christmas Card Competition.

Their festive artwork was absolutely fantastic, and we are incredibly proud of their creativity and
effort.

Lucy and Sophie were invited to Castercliff Primary Academy this week where they each received
a certificate and a prize for becoming finalists in this prestigious trust-wide competition.

Congratulations to both students – what an amazing achievement! 🎨✨

We are delighted to invite our parents and carers into
school on Monday 15th December, from 9:15am to
11:30am, for a wonderfully festive Christmas Wreath-
Making Morning.

This free event is open exclusively to parents and carers
of Year 7 and Year 8 students, who are welcome to take
part alongside their child. It’s a perfect opportunity to
get creative and enjoy some seasonal crafting together.
To participate, please bring along your own foliage -real
or artificial -as well as any decorations you would like to
include on your wreath. We will provide the space,
support and festive atmosphere!

Festive Wreath-Making



Our Amazing Alumni Students
It’s wonderful to hear that our former students, who have progressed to Nelson and Colne
College, are achieving fantastic results! Many of our alumni have secured outstanding grades
across a range of courses, and are now moving on to exciting next steps. We are incredibly proud
of everything they continue to achieve.

#PROUDTOBEPRIMET



Over the past two weeks, Primet has proudly hosted two fantastic girls’ basketball tournaments
and our teams certainly rose to the occasion!

Our U14 squad, made up largely of Year 8 students, put in a brilliant performance and secured an
impressive 3rd place in their competition. Their teamwork, determination, and growing confidence
on the court were clear for all to see. Well done, U14s!

This week, it was the turn of our U16 team, consisting of Year 11 players along with Niniola from
Year 10. For the second year in a row, they have been crowned Pendle Champions at U16 level!
Their victory came through outstanding all-round play:

Exceptional defensive work from Eva, Aqsa, Sophie and Keira
Relentless drive and control in the mid-court from Aisla
Unstoppable shooting from Florian and Niniola
What a phenomenal team effort.
Congratulations, girls—you’ve done Primet proud!
 #ProudtobePrimet

Girls’ Basketball Success!

When we return in January, we are back on Monday 5th January and students need to be in the
yards for 8.45am to be in their year group line ups on time. We will be revisiting our Academy
routines and expectations as a refresh for the new year. This starts off with all students being in
the correct uniform. Details of our uniform are included below. If you need any support with this,
please contact your child’s Head of Year or Pastoral Support Assistant so this can be resolved
before the end of term and ready for January. They will also need their basic equipment –
black/blue pen, green pen, pencil, ruler, homework folder and reading book or revision guide(s). All
students will be given a new copy of their timetable at form time on Monday morning, and
students in years 7-9 will get a new knowledge organiser for the Spring term. We appreciate your
support in ensuring our students look smart, have everything they need and can focus on their
learning. 

Getting ready for the New Term 



Curriculum Focus: Maths
This half term has been filled with fantastic progress and commitment across the Maths
department. As a team we are continuing to develop our curriculum to embed a mastery
approach. This involves using concrete manipulatives and hands-on activities to deepen
understanding, taking students back to the foundations of learning through play and physical
interaction. By making concepts tangible, we aim to build confidence and secure knowledge for
long-term success. 
Teaching Strategy Spotlight: Algebra Tiles 
Algebra tiles allow students to see and move pieces to represent expressions and equations.
Each tile is a different size representing a different term. Each tile is also double sided to show its
negative version. 

Here are some examples:

Once they can build expression like the ones above we can use them to expand brackets,
factorise expressions, and solve equations. To see this strategy in action, please visit the
following link to watch a short demonstration video: Youtube - Solving Equations Using Algebra
Tiles  
Here is some of the fantastic work Year 8 have been doing using algebra tiles to explore
expanding binomials (double brackets). I know Mrs Leak was very proud of your achievements! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-0XwhSs_4M&list=PLTzL8m-fzZBZoguAl80tTIuMuqAOGpR4-&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-0XwhSs_4M&list=PLTzL8m-fzZBZoguAl80tTIuMuqAOGpR4-&index=3


Curriculum Focus: Maths
Looking ahead to next term 
Here’s a look at the key areas we’ll be focusing on next half-term: 

Year 11 Mocks – Round 2 
After completing their first official set of Year 11 mock exams, the Maths
team have taken time to review the results and identify key areas for
improvement. This reflection has allowed us to create a clear plan of
action to support students as they prepare for the next round of mocks in
February. Our focus is on ensuring students have a clear roadmap for
revision and feel well-prepared for the challenges ahead. 
 
A detailed revision list will be sent out shortly, outlining the topics
students should focus on. Homework tasks and independent learning
activities will be mapped out as part of a weekly programme, giving
students structured opportunities to consolidate their understanding.
These resources should form the foundation of each student’s revision
plan, and we strongly encourage full engagement with the weekly
programme. 

Mr Hargreaves 
Lead Practitioner 
of Mathematics 

Personal Development

Mrs Bielby
Head of Personal 
Development



This week, our Student Council led assemblies focused on promoting the Rights of the Child, which
align closely with our Colne Primet Values of respect, inclusion, and working together. The council
was created by students, for students, and their mission is to make a meaningful impact on school
life by ensuring every student feels included, respected, and heard. Each member has chosen a
specific article from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to guide their projects. These
include improving wellbeing and attendance, promoting diversity, encouraging student voice
through suggestion boxes, and organising creative projects such as a Rights display and themed
debates. 

Parents can support these initiatives by talking to their children about the importance of respect,
inclusion, and having a voice in the school community. Encourage them to share their ideas with the
Student Council and get involved in activities like Wellbeing Week or extracurricular clubs. These
projects help students develop confidence, creativity, and teamwork skills, while reinforcing values
that prepare them for life beyond school. Together, we are ensuring that Colne Primet is a school
where every child’s rights are respected and every voice matters. 

This week’s assembly theme

This week in assembly the newly elected student council have introduced themselves, their remits
within the council and what they hope to achieve over the next term linked to the UNICEF Rights
Respecting School Articles. Every group was fantastic in their confidence, presentation skills and
passion to continually improve the school and student experience.

Student Council Assemblies 



Work of the Week

How to show working 
for equations 

 Brain Dump – 
Spider diagram 

for Percentages Revision

How to show 
working for equations  

Brain Dump – Spider diagram
for Percentages Revision





Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s ready for the fairest
show of all? 

Colne Primet Academy proudly presents Snow White!

Join us for a magical evening filled with laughter, music, and
a sprinkle of fairy-tale sparkle as our talented students bring

this classic story to life on stage.

Dates: Tuesday 20th or Thursday 22nd January 2026
Time: 6:00–8:15pm

Log onto ParentPay to book tickets today!
 We can’t wait to see you there and share this enchanting

performance!



Focus on Year 7
Year 7 are certainly getting into the swing of Primet life now and I hope they are feeling more
confident in their school experience. We have just had assessment weeks and the results of these
will be shared with you at Parents' evening on the 29th January. More information will follow about
how to make appointments, we look forward to meeting you all again on this important evening, it is
vital that you attend for your child as this really helps strengthen our partnership in getting the
best out of school journey for your child. 
 
I have been so proud of how Year 7 have contributed to assemblies this term, 7P, 7R and 7I have
delivered assemblies on the “Together” value and our school council representatives have
introduced themselves this week and spoken about how they will represent the year group at
meetings and how they want to make improvements to the school. I look forward to seeing what
they achieve in the near future. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all
your support so far this year in organising your

children with the correct school uniform,
equipment, helping them with homework and
informing us of any concerns. From myself, Mr

Cornforth and the year team we wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a restful New Year. 

 

Mrs Tomlinson 
Head of Year 7



Attendance and Punctuality 

Regular attendance is essential to maximise the educational opportunities. Irregular attendance
disrupts continuity of learning, undermines educational progress and leads to
underachievement and low attainment. The academy is unable to authorise absences except in
exceptional circumstances. 

The minimum acceptable level of attendance is 96%, but students are expected to achieve
better attendance than 96%. Any student with more than 10% absence falls in the Department
for Education's 'Persistent Absence' (PA) category, and information regarding PA students or
students who are 'at risk' of becoming PA is generated each term and sent to the DfE, and may
lead the issue of a Fixed Penalty Notice. Where possible, medical appointments should be
arranged out of school time and where that is not possible you should take steps to minimise
the amount of school time missed. 

Students are expected to be on time every morning at 8.45am so they are on time and in line up
at 8.50am, and on time for every lesson during the day. Students can arrive from 8.20am, when
they can have a FREE breakfast or go to Oracle (our amazing library). 
If they arrive late to the academy they will need to report to the attendance office to sign in.
They will show as being late on their ClassChart attendance and this will be sanctioned with a
same day after school detention. If there is a genuine reason for lateness, please call the
attendance office to inform us. 

Parents/carers must ensure your child attends on time each day. If attendance is not possible
due to illness, or if there is a genuine reason for lateness, contact the academy (on 01282
863970 option 1) before school on the first day of absence to give a reason and, where an
absence continues, keep the academy informed. 

Academy Expectations



Uniform reminder: Jewellery and Hair 

All our decisions are made based on students being in a work mode with no social agenda to
detract from the core purpose of school life which is to work hard, learn and make progress. Our
uniform is designed to be smart and simple. Wearing a uniform demonstrates high standards,
our academy values and a sense of community. 
Students are allowed to wear a wristwatch and one pair of plain stud or small sleeper earrings in
the lower ear. No other jewellery e.g. rings, chains, bands, bracelets and tongue or nose
piercings may be worn. 

We have a duty of care to all our students and this includes responsibility for health and safety.
The wearing of facial jewellery, nose studs, tongue piercings, multiple earrings, necklaces, ear
stretchers and other items which could cause harm or breach Health & Safety requirements in
school is not allowed. We are unable to accept responsibility for replacing any items which are
lost or stolen whilst in school. School reserves the right to ask students to refrain from wearing
inappropriate jewellery or other items of non-uniform; for reasons of safety, security or
appropriate appearance, students will be asked to remove the item. 

In addition to adhering to the correct dress code outlined in the uniform policy we also expect
students to present themselves with an acceptable appearance. As we strive to prepare and
equip students for working life we expect hairstyles to be sensible and appropriate for school.
Hair colouring is to be all one colour and a natural colour. 

Extreme haircuts are not acceptable. The definition of an extreme hairstyle is at the discretion
of the Senior Leadership Team, but include: 
No shaved heads or other extreme hairstyles 
Hair must not be shorter than a number 2 razor cut 
No tram lines 
No decorative braids 
No excessively bright or multi coloured hair dyed in other than natural colours. 
Students must wear their hair tied back during practical lessons for safety and hygiene reasons,
for example in PE, Food technology, Design technology and Science when carrying out
experiments. 

Academy Expectations



Careers
Explore Your Future –
College Open Events

Over the next few months,
there are lots of exciting
college open events taking
place across our area. If
you’re in Year 10 or 11, this
is the perfect opportunity
to start exploring your next
steps. Visiting different
colleges will help you
discover the courses,
facilities and opportunities
available — and give you a
real feel for where you
might want to study after
West Craven. Make sure
you get along to some of
these events to find out
more and start planning
your future!



Nelson and Colne College are delighted to invite our Year 10 and Year 11 students
from school to join their upcoming free after-school academies this December and
January – and they have just added even more sessions!

These academies are a fantastic way for students to:
Explore subjects they’re passionate about
Enjoy interactive activities
Learn about careers, courses and apprenticeships
Experience college life and meet tutors and other pupils

Upcoming Academies:
Future Hair Professional Academy (Creative)
Next Dates: 9 or 11 Dec – NCC & ARC

Future Engineers Academy
Next Date: 13 Jan – NCC only

Future Construction Professional Academy
Next Date: 21 Jan – ARC only

Future Digital/IT/Cyber Analyst Academy
Next Date: 21 Jan – NCC & ARC



New PE Extracurricular Sports – Autumn Term 2 
We’re excited to launch our new range of PE extracurricular clubs for Autumn Term 2! Students can

now take part in a variety of lunchtime and after-school activities, including badminton, football,
netball, and basketball.

It’s a great opportunity to stay active, have fun, and develop new skills — so get involved and give
something new a try!



Autumn 2 Extracurricular Programme

We are pleased to share details of our Autumn 2 extracurricular programme, which offers a
wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and
personal development. Opportunities available this half term include Homework Support
Club, Performance Club, Music Club, Board Games Club and Science Club, alongside many

other activities.

We encourage all students to review the full programme and take advantage of the clubs
and support available.








