
Principal's Awards
Awarded to the students in each year group with the highest number of Positive Points
and 0 Negative Points each week.

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This week has been performance week for our annual show. This year it has been the Pantomime
of Snow White, with students from all year groups taking leading roles and performing to
audiences of our local primary schools, their peers in school, and family and friends at the
evening shows. They have done an amazing job, and put on a very professional and enjoyable
show for everyone. The primary school children’s feedback in particular has been brilliant, and
it’s been very evident just how much they have enjoyed the show by how we could hear them
joining in each day. A lot of the students in Year 10 are also using their involvement in the show as
part of their BTEC Performing Arts qualification too. Well done to everyone involved – not just
those performing, but also those involved in production roles, lighting, sound, costumes and
props. 

 

 
Next week, Year 11 move into doing final preparations for their mock exams next week, ahead of
the two mock exam weeks which start on Monday 2nd February. All mock exams are completed
following the exam regulations, just as they would be in the Summer. We practice these during
the mock exams, so that when it comes to the real exams students are familiar and comfortable
with the arrangements so that it becomes routine and normal, and they can just focus on doing
their best. In addition, starting from this year the results of these mock exams may be used in the
event of any disruption to the real exams in the Summer. Therefore, students must complete
them on the day of the exam timetable and any absences will not be able to be re-sat for the
exam boards, although students will do these in school to help them in their learning. Also, the
exam boards now also require us to inform them of any misconduct during the mock exams to
ensure that all candidates are following all regulations throughout. 
 
A reminder that next week is parents’ evening is for Year 7 on Thursday 29th January, and Year 7
are currently making appointment times with their teachers. Please ensure you are able to attend
this important event, which takes place in the sports hall. 
 

Abiha 
(7A)

Asad
 (8M) 

Faith 
(9I)  

Summer 
(10A)  

 

Oskar
(11A) 

J Pilkington
Principal



Year 11

Congratulations to this week's star students:

Stars of the Week

P - Iqra
R - Aisha
M - Salma
E - Jimmy
T - Ashley
A - Seham
C - Kamran

Year 7

Year 10Year 9

Year 8

Year 11
Year 11

P- Taylor
R- Abigail
I - Davide
M - Hijab 
E - Theo
T - Xavier
A - Anayah
HOY - Mollie

P- Lucy
R- Ethan
I - Jacob
M- Jessika
E - Sabina
T - Alfie
A - Evin
HOY - Jacob

P- Melissa
R- Nicola
I - Megan
M - Lucas
E - Mehmoona
T - Ameer
A - Simas
HOY - Raees

P- Junior
R- Rameen
I - Amaya
M -Daisy
E -  Ava
T - Luht
A - George
HOY - Connor

P- Anniyah
R- Harry
I - Florina
M - Jamie
E - Lexi
T - Callum
A - Zac
HOY - Tara



UNCRC Articles 
As part of our UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award, we have been looking at
each of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child Articles. There are
54 Articles in total. This week we have been learning about:
 

Article 23 - Children with a disability: A child with a disability has the right to
live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as possible, independence
and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they
can to support disabled children and their families. 

Upcoming Dates
27th January – Year 9 Nelson & Colne College workshops 
29th January – Year 7 Parents Evening, including mid-year tracker reports issued 
2nd-13th February – Year 11 Mock Exams 
3rd February – Breaking Point awareness presentation Year 9 
4th February – Year 10 Lancashire Cyber Festival at Nelson & Colne College 
6th February – NSPCC Number Day 
10th February – Safer Internet Day 

Primet Positive Focus: EXPRESSIVE
This week we have been focusing on our core value of Expressive. This
represents how we communicate through fluent speech and writing and
use creative methods to represent our knowledge and ideas. We value the
work of others and what it conveys. 



Progressing • Respectful • Inclusive • Motivated • Expressive • Together 
This half term, mathematics lessons across Primet continue to support students in making strong
academic progress, while encouraging confidence, collaboration, and clear mathematical
thinking. 

Year 7 are returning to algebra through the use of function machines. Students begin by
substituting values and progress to forming algebraic expressions. They are encouraged to be
expressive in explaining their thinking and motivated to tackle increasingly challenging ideas,
which then lead naturally into graphing on the Cartesian plane. 

Year 8 are strengthening their understanding of algebra using algebra tiles. This visual and hands-
on approach ensures learning is inclusive, allowing all students to access abstract concepts.
Students work together, sharing ideas respectfully while developing a deeper understanding that
will support future learning. 

Year 9 are studying standard form, learning how to work confidently with very large and very
small numbers. Lessons focus on securing the core techniques and accuracy needed to work
with powers of ten, supporting students in progressing their mathematical understanding. 

Year 10 are revisiting ratio and scale, making use of bar models to support mastery. These
lessons encourage students to work respectfully and together as they justify methods and apply
mathematics to real-life contexts such as finance, engineering, and science. 

Year 11 students are now fully focused on preparing for their next round of mock examinations,
which begin on 2 February. During this demanding period, students are supported to remain
motivated and organised, making use of revision strategies developed during Personal
Development lessons alongside online platforms such as MathsWatch and Eedi. 

Looking ahead 

On 28 January, 190 students in Years 9–11 will take part in the UKMT Maths Challenge, a national
competition that promotes problem-solving, resilience, and mathematical reasoning. 
On Friday 6 February, all students will participate in NSPCC Number Day, engaging in fun,
inclusive, curriculum-based mathematics activities during Personal Development time. One
winning form will be selected from each year group. 

Curriculum Update Maths

Mr Halliwell 
Lead Practitioner

 in Maths 



Year 11 Mock Exam Timetable



 
What a superb return it has been for Year 10 for the Spring term! Following on from the hard work
and positive ethos from the autumn term which saw end of term assessments being completed
and new targets being set, Year 10 have really come back in with the right motivation and
mindset. Do ask your child about our ongoing friendly competitions especially our fast pass
Friday! It has been fantastic to see everyone trying to better their ratios and support their forms
at being at 95% or better! We have a competitive bunch! In addition to this, we are enjoying
seeing and celebrating our daily top students for positive and are pleased to say that this
changes near enough each day! This is a reflection of all our students trying their absolute best
to be at the top. 
 
It has been a pleasure to see forty of our Year 10 students take part in the Panto production for
this year and to also see some of our students with starring roles! We couldn’t be any more
prouder. Their dedication to the rehearsal windows and determination to improve each time has
been inspiring! Well done to everyone involved. Super proud! 
 
We are currently on with work experience applications and running all necessary checks for
these. Please do ensure your child has submitted their chosen placement as soon as possible. We
are aware that placements do fill up in later terms and strongly encourage our students to secure
theirs. If support is needed, please do send an email. 
 
I am certain that we will end this term with the same high expectations and outcomes as we
started and that only happens when we all work together, thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Ms Faraz 
Head of Year 10 

Focus on Year 10



SLT Update
Earlier this year we welcomed Nelson and Colne College into school to launch their Extraordinary
Minds “Curiosity Quest” with year 7 students. The Extraordinary Minds Academy has been created
to spark the imagination of learners. Dedicated to expanding their academic confidence and
abilities the programme allows students to use a wide range of skills, developing their industry,
professional and leadership potential. Year 7 students were given the opportunity to write a 500
word essay on a subject of their choice. We are proud to announce that out of the local Pendle
Secondary schools, we were awarded 1st (Ida) and 2nd prize (Xavier). Ruth Shaw, Head of A Level
Humanities and Business at Nelson and Colne College, came to present the students with their
certificates and gift vouchers. Their winning entries are shared below. 

Mrs Leak
Assistant Principal

We were delighted to welcome over 300 primary school children from our local feeder primary
schools to attend our Snow White pantomime. Children joined us from Borrowford Primary
School, Primet Primary School, and Castlecliff Primary Academy, and all had an amazing time,
thoroughly enjoying the performance and the lively atmosphere.
It was particularly special to see so many of our younger children visiting our high school,
experiencing the fantastic facilities, and getting a glimpse of the exciting opportunities available
to them as they move on to secondary education. Events like this are a wonderful way to
strengthen our links with our primary schools and help pupils feel confident and inspired about
the next stage of their learning journey.
A huge well done to everyone involved in making the pantomime such a memorable and magical
experience for our visiting children. 

Snow White Primary School Matinee



When people talk about serial killers, it sounds super scary, but I think it’s more about trying to
understand why someone would do something so bad over and over again. It’s like looking at a
puzzle where the pieces don’t fit right. A serial killer’s mind is not like a regular person’s mind.
They think differently, and sometimes they don’t feel the same emotions that most people do.
That’s what makes them so confusing and kind of interesting to study. 

One big thing is that serial killers often don’t feel empathy. Empathy means when you can
imagine how someone else feels, like if your friend is sad, you feel sad too. But in their minds,
that part doesn’t work the same way. They might see people more like objects than humans,
which is really strange. It’s almost like they are missing a piece of the human puzzle. This makes
them able to hurt people without feeling guilty, which is something most of us can’t even
imagine. 

Another thing is that some serial killers have really strong fantasies. They imagine things in their
heads over and over until they want to make them real. It’s kind of like when kids daydream
about being superheroes, except their daydreams are dark and dangerous. These fantasies can
take over their minds, and they start to believe that acting them out will give them control or
make them feel powerful. Power is a big deal in their thinking. They want to feel like they are in
charge because maybe in their real lives they felt weak or ignored. 

Also, many serial killers have strange ways of justifying what they do. Justify means they make up
reasons that sound okay to them, even though they are not okay at all. For example, they might
tell themselves that the people they hurt “deserved it” or that they are teaching the world some
kind of lesson. This shows how twisted their thinking can be. It’s like they build their own rules
inside their heads, and those rules don’t match the rules of society. 

Scientists who study brains have found that sometimes serial killers have differences in their
brains. For example, the part that controls emotions or fear might not work the same way. This
doesn’t excuse what they do, but it helps explain why they don’t react like normal people. It’s
kind of like if your computer had a glitch—it still runs, but not the way it’s supposed to. Their
brains have glitches that make them dangerous. 

In the end, what goes on in a serial killer’s mind is a mix of missing empathy, scary fantasies,
wanting power, and broken ways of thinking. It’s not something we should admire, but it is
something we should try to understand so we can stop it from happening again. Learning about
their minds helps police, doctors, and teachers figure out warning signs before someone gets
hurt. That’s why studying them is important, even if it feels creepy. 
So, even though serial killers are terrifying, their minds are like a mystery book. If we read the
clues carefully, we can learn how to protect people and make the world safer. And that’s way
better than just being scared. 

What Goes On in a Serial Killer’s Mind
– Ida Year 7 



Greek Mythology – Xavier

Greek mythology has interesting myths and strange Greek gods. The king of the gods is the almighty Zeus; he is the god of the sky
and lightning. His brothers are Poseidon, the god of the sea, and Hades, the god of the underworld.

MONSTERS
A gorgon is a human with snakes instead of hair. If you look at these snakes, you turn to stone — a very peculiar beast. A
well‑known Greek myth about this creature is the story of Medusa the gorgon, a remarkably interesting tale.

Medusa the Gorgon
Once in the city of Athens, there was a majestic woman called Medusa. This elegant young lady was also a very arrogant person.
Every hour she would stop to look at herself in the mirror. One day this habit was to become a curse.
It started off like an average day. She woke up at six as normal, looked at herself in the morning, perfecting her elegant face as
usual. Four hours later, she met with her friends at the Acropolis. As she walked in, she saw the beautiful statues. She took a
glance at the model dedicated to Athena and said, “I would have made such a better muse in this!”
The room went dead — as silent as a mouse — then all at once everyone started to flee for the exit. Thunder roared. Suddenly
Athena appeared in front of her in the flesh. She began speaking in an ancient language; it must have been a spell. Medusa ran
home and went to rest in her chamber. Her dreams were of Athena ordering her to go to the ends of the world the minute she
woke up.
The next day she woke in horror. She heard slithering in her hair. It all made sense now — she had to go to the ends of the world.
She had to live with the blind Gorgon sisters. She screamed.

Prometheus and Epimetheus
Before humans as we know them existed, there were two species of gods: the Olympians and the Titans. These two rivals had a
great battle, and the Olympians won. There were two kind‑hearted Titans who did not want to fight, so Zeus decided not to lock
them in Tartarus if they agreed to “work” for him. Their names were Prometheus, meaning foresight, and Epimetheus, meaning
afterthought. Their names determined their jobs.
Prometheus used his foresight to create humans from clay, while Epimetheus used his afterthought to assign characteristics to
animals. Prometheus adored the humans so much that he decided to join them on Earth. He taught them to talk, to do basic
mathematics, and to read.
After a while, he noticed that the humans seemed dull. They did not have the things needed to protect themselves or keep warm.
They needed fire — a vital ingredient of life. He pleaded to Zeus, “Please give them fire, Zeus. They need it.”
“NO! THEY COULD OVERTHROW US OR SLAY US, YOU FOOL! IF YOU ACT LIKE THIS, THEY’LL GAIN CONFIDENCE!”
He grimaced as the words roared out of Zeus’ mouth. Everyone in Greece lifted their heads. Prometheus flew down to Earth,
found a hollow fennel stalk, and thought he could sneak into Hephaestus’ house. At midnight, he crept into the hot forge and
stole fire, hiding it in the stalk.
The next day, he saved humanity by giving them fire and teaching them how to master the “sacred arts.” One day, Zeus looked
down from Olympus and saw fire burning and people dancing.
“PROMETHEUS!” Zeus roared at a billion decibels.
Prometheus was in trouble, and he knew it — though he did not regret what he’d done. As punishment, he was chained to the side
of a cliff, where a bald eagle of his own design would eat his liver every day for eternity. One day he was rescued — but that, my
friend, is a story for another time.

Pandora’s Box
After Prometheus stole fire from Zeus, the king of the gods decided that merely chaining him to a mountain was not enough.
Somehow he thought the Earth itself needed to be punished too — but in what way? Then he had a light‑bulb moment. He and
Hermes (the god of trickery) plotted a plan.
The gods created a beautiful, intelligent woman. Each god gave her a gift: Athena gave her wisdom, Hermes gave her speech and
curiosity. When she was complete, she was sent to live with Epimetheus. Eventually their relationship grew, and they married.
As a wedding gift, Zeus gave Pandora a box with a strict sign on it that read: DO NOT OPEN ME. It was clearly forbidden. At first
she did not think about it much, but over the years her curiosity grew like vines. Every day she woke up and wondered what was
inside.
Days turned into weeks, weeks into months, months into years — she could not manage it anymore. She waited until her husband
left to hunt with Artemis and snuck down to the cellar. There it sat: sprinkled with gold, emeralds, and rubies that shimmered in
the light. It looked like something from the Cave of Wonders.
“Just a peek… a glance,” she whispered. Excitement leapt out of her like a sabre‑tooth tiger. She picked up the key and turned it.
Click.
Curiosity got the better of her. She opened the chest fully. Wind flew out of it like a stampede of rhinos. Evil spirits escaped —
sickness, death, jealousy, hatred, famine. She slammed the lid shut.
Epimetheus came home that instant and comforted her. Then they heard a warm voice inside the box. They thought nothing
could be worse than what had already escaped, so on the count of three, they opened it.
Out came Hope, in the shape of a glowing beautiful robin.
Even though Pandora had let evil into the world, she also released hope — and this created a new, warmer era for humanity



Personal Development
This week in Personal Development, students across all year groups have been developing
key learning habits and skills that support both their academic progress and wider personal
growth. Each year group has focused on a different aspect of becoming more independent,
motivated and reflective learners. 



Checking your child’s attendance and
punctuality on ClassCharts  

If you need your ClassCharts account details, please contact the main office. 



Any item that is deemed dangerous or inappropriate to be brought into school will be confiscated
from students, and sanctions may also be given. All our decisions are made based on students
being in a work mode with no social agenda to detract from the core purpose of school life which is
to work hard, learn and make progress. 
However, there are other items which are not always as obvious to be inappropriate for school
which are listed below. These items are not allowed to be brought into school and students must
not have them in their bags or pockets even if not in use.
 

Aerosols of any type – these are normally deodorants and body sprays. Students wanting to
bring this must bring roll on cream deodorants. 
Glass bottles or containers – including perfume/body spray bottles 
Chewing Gum 
Energy drinks (any type) 
Carbonated ‘fizzy’ drinks (any type) 
Make-up, nail varnish, hair products and any other similar items 

The definition of inappropriate items for school is at the discretion of the Senior Leadership Team. 

Expectations Reminder: Banned Items 

GCSE Attainment by Attendance Band





📚 Pop-Up Bookshop Book Fair – The Oracle 📚

We’re excited to welcome a pop-up bookshop to the Oracle from 4th–10th February.
Come along to browse a fantastic range of brand-new books, available to view and buy.

If you’d like to pre-order a book, simply scan the QR code to access the wish list order form, which
includes full payment details.

Once you have pre-ordered your books, please complete your payment. After payment has been
made, return the completed order form to Ms Dawson so your new books can be collected.

🗓 Payment deadline: Monday evening, 9th February.

Don’t miss this great opportunity to discover some brilliant new reads!





New PE Extracurricular Sports – Spring Term 1 
We’re excited to launch our new range of PE extracurricular clubs for Spring Term 1! Students can

now take part in a variety of lunchtime and after-school activities, including badminton, football and
dance.

It’s a great opportunity to stay active, have fun, and develop new skills — so get involved and give
something new a try!



Spring Term 1 Extracurricular Programme

We are pleased to share details of our Spring Term 1 extracurricular programme, which
offers a wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’

learning and personal development. Opportunities available this half term include
Homework Support Club, Performance Club, Music Club, Board Games Club and Science

Club, alongside many other activities.

We encourage all students to review the full programme and take advantage of the clubs
and support available.












